When Beauty Defeated Tyranny 
In 1925, John Clark Vaughan Jr lived in Cliffside Park, NJ and went across the river to NYU.
       John Clark Vaughan Sr, was born in New York City in 1887 in Hells Kitchen and worked the docks during the day as a longshoreman, and sometimes fought as a bare knuckles boxer at night to make money.   “The Panama Kid”   
       Life was tough in Hells Kitchen and John Clark Vaughan Sr had a reputation as a guy with a great smile and a gift for gab, his nickname on the docks was “Shit em up Jack.” The movie On the Waterfront with Marlon Brando was like it was. 
       John Sr had one son who he named after himself.
       One day when John Jr came home from school crying because he got hit in the side of the face with a brick in a fight, John Sr hit his own boy “Don’t you cry, no one beats up a Vaughan!” Those streets would kill you if you were not tough.   After that Jr. never lost a fight on the way home from school out of fear of his dad beating him again.
       John Jr, grows up and goes to NYU to graduate as one of the first aeronautical engineers. He also joins the ROTC program for the Army while at NYU.
       ROTC instructor was Major Hopkins. John Jr was his favorite student.
       John worked on the stock exchange floor to pay for school.
       1929 Market Crashes.
       1930 John Graduates into the middle of the depression and finds any steady, decent work impossible.
       John finds a beautiful woman to take to a dance.
       At the dance an Active Duty Army Officer likes John’s date.
       “Mind if I cut in?”  says the officer.
       “I tell you what, if you get me a military assignment, you can take her home.”
       Later that week, John gets his call to active duty in the Army. He will be the Commander of a CCC camp in North Stratford, VT. So he does not have to work at jobs such as janitor anymore.
       During a visit with a friend to Middletown CT John goes to a woman’s basketball game featuring the famous Speedgirls, and sees a skinny little girl knock a great big girl into the 2nd row and bite another opponent. 
       “Oh man, I have to meet her!  What courage, what spirit, reminds me of Pop, my dad.” He later marries “Skeets”Gayeski.
       Major Hopkins, “Hoppy”, moves up the ranks and becomes Major General. The General believes the airplane is the future of War. “We must win in the sky, to keep the ground.”        
    The Army Air Corps needs aircraft manufacturing floor space to win the war, and convinces Congress to part with 3.8 Billion Dollars. Gen Hap Arnold, the leading Air Power advocate said:“We can only make 600 planes per month.    Between the Japs, Germans, and our damn logistics I am losing 1200 per month.” In November 1940 General Hopkins gets the job to build aircraft production plants.
       Upon winning the funding, the General realizes that his current staff doesn’t know a  thing about aircraft manufacturing, they were all career Army men “I have the money, but now I need that “kid from NYU!”
      Hoppy promoted John to a Col John C. Vaughan, Assistant to the Chief of Aircraft Production..
       For four years, from 1941 to 1944 Col. Vaughan helped Hopkins manage the 3.8 billion dollar budget and build out 192,000,000 square feet of production factory space and revolutionized the aircraft industry.
       When the war ends, Col. Vaughan goes home to his wife and boy John C. Vaughan III and the American Airplane Industry was born, with a capacity of building 12,000 planes a month to sell all over the world.
       The Legion of Merit medal was awarded to Col. Vaughan, which he hung on the wall.
       But without the one chance event of taking a beautiful girl to a dance in the middle of the depression, General Hopkins would not of been able to find him, and Col Vaughan may have never  become the “kid from NYU” who helped defeat tyranny on two continents with superior air power that changed the world forever. 
Amazing WWII Aircraft Facts

Most Americans who were not adults during WWII have no understanding of the magnitude of it.  This listing of some of the aircraft facts gives a bit of insight to it. 

2.3 million combat sorties, 1941-1945 (one sortie = one takeoff).
299,230 aircraft accepted, 1940-1945.
From Germany 's invasion of  Poland  Sept. 1, 1939 and ending with  Japan 's surrender Sept. 2, 1945 --- 2,433 days.  From 1942 onward, America  averaged 170 planes lost a day.

The U.S. civilian population maintained a dedicated effort for four years, many working long hours seven days per week and often also volunteering for other work.  WWII was the largest human effort in history.
From General Hap Arnold’s Report to the Secretary of War, 4 January 1944:

     The plant personnel of these 500 prime contractors is well over one and a half million persons.  The sub-contractors employ many more.  About 40 percent of the total aircraft employees are women.  In no other industry has woman power been more effective.  Women are giving excellent service in research laboratories, as engineering aides, and on the production line as first-rate welders, riveters, inspectors.
     Our engineers and production personnel are not only building airplanes with performance and destructive power equal or better than those of any in the world but they are also breaking one record for production after another as the months go by.  Our aircraft workers, men and women alike, have done what Adolf Hitler was sure that an unregimented people could not do: out think, out-work and out-build his robots.
     The September 1943 aircraft production was 7,598, compared with 117 for September 1939 when the war started. 


	

	


